	[image: ]
	Delta DEARS Committee
Committee Report
	



	Meeting Date/Time October 20, 2025/12:02 PM
	Meeting Location: ZOOM



	Attendees

	Ernestine Lawrence
	
	
	Natalie Coleman

	LaVerne Paige
	
	
	Rhonda Valley

	Debra Bennett
	
	
	Essie Trice Hewett

	Ebony Crutchfield Wiley
	
	
	Melinda Peer, Chapter President



	Agenda Items

	
	

	Budget
	

	Calendar
	



Soror Paige offered meditation to start the meeting. 

Soror Chapter President Peer joined the meeting for a few minutes and offered warm greetings to the group and she expressed how wonderful it was to see and say hello to our group.

Soror Ebony Crutchfield Wiley joined the meeting to offer support and enlighten us on upcoming chapter events.
 
The minutes of the previous meeting had been emailed and were reviewed. Corrections were the amount of the total budget to be submitted should have been $575.00 and the year referenced should have been 2026.

Agenda items: Budget/Calendar, Distribution of Blankets and new business

Ernestine was in the process of submitting required committee budget and calendar documents. We discussed how our activities fit it with our chapter’s and national’s programmatic thrust.

· The Red & White Tea promoted physical and mental wellness and also sisterhood.
· Debra suggested we consider becoming involved in political awareness regarding elderly mental health issues. She mentioned that her church has a program for elderly and mental health.
· The Recognition of new DEARS to the Chapter and the Christmas with the DEARS certainly promotes sisterhood.

The group talked about partnering with other chapter committees. We asked Ebony about assisting the membership committee with the activity they have planned for recognizing our chapter veterans. We will find out what we can do to participate.

Ebony will send flyer for the Gamma Gamma Chapter (Philander) who’s collecting food to make baskets for Hunger and Homeless Awareness. Donations can be given to Ebony at the November Chapter meeting.

Natalie will send the link to committee members who still need to sign up for chapter committees. Even though we participate as Delta DEARS we still have to sign up for this committee and any other committees we are participating on. It was noted that this information is shown on the Member Portal on the Chapter’s website.

Ebony asked if anyone would be interested in signing up to be greeters at the upcoming health fair on November 15th. The link to sign up to volunteer at the Health Fair will be sent.

The Chapter Round-up will be held December 6th. We can join with the membership committee during this event to do our project for Christmas with the Dears. Ernestine asked Rhonda to coordinate our project for sorority gifts.

Essie mentioned that the tea Ernestine planned to do for the Seniors at the East Little Rock Senior Complex had been postponed. So, the group discussed assisting with this event as a DEARS community outreach project. It was determined that since we have $25 each from the DEAR of the Year and the Veterans’s activity, that $50 could be used for the Senior tea. Ebony informed the group that they had received a $50 anonymous donation to go toward the Senior tea project. During the tea, we will promote voter registration importance. It was noted that we could get voter registration information from Soror Marty Hamilton. The Senior tea will be held Tuesday, December 2nd at the home of Soror Lawrence at 11:00.

The blankets we had left over from a previous Veterans’ recognition will be given to Ebony to use for chapter door prize gifts.

Ernestine spoke about the mission trip to Africa that she recently took and how it had inspired her. Ernestine will send Ebony pictures from her trip that can be used in a chapter meeting spotlight.

Ernestine will submit the required form(s) for the budget and calendar. The DEARS activities and budgeted items for 2026 totaling $575 will be as follows:
· $425 – Annual Red & White Tea
· $  50 -  Recognition of new DEARS to the Chapter
· $100 -  Christmas with the DEARS

The group thanked Ebony for joining our meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:17.

 Recommendations to Executive Board to be presented to Chapter
	Item

	none
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